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The General Assembly is entering the last week of the legislative session. Any legislative action               
must be completed before the General Assembly adjourns Sine Die on March 7th.    
  
Preservation Virginia’s bill list is curtailed in this action alert – only those priority bills that                
remain active are included here. Additional bills under review are available on Preservation             
Virginia’s website in the legislative archive. Analysis of the House and Senate budgets, as well               
as the Governor’s Introduced Budget, are included in the Web Archive.   
  
The House and Senate have convened a conference committee to resolve differences between the 
two chambers’ proposed budgets. This work includes consideration of which of PVA’s priority 
budget items will remain in the final conference budget report.  Please contact members of the 
House and Senate Conference Committee and share your support for PVA’s priority 
budget items, which can be found in the Web Archive. House Budget Conference 
Committee members include: Delegate Torian, Delegate Sickles, Delegate Carr, Delegate 
Bulova, Delegate Tyler, Delegate Cox, and Delegate Knight. Senate Budget Conference 
Committee members include: Senator Howell, Senator Saslaw, Senator Norment, Senator 
Hanger, Senator Lucas, Senator Barker, and Senator Locke. Preservation Virginia will 
continue to monitor the conference committee and report any updates.  
 
Transmission Lines 
  
HB 576 - Undergrounding electric transmission lines; pilot program. 
  
Patron: Keam 
  
Summary: Specifies that one of the two projects that may be included in the pilot program for                
the undergrounding of electric transmission lines shall be for the relocation or conversion of an               
existing 230-kilovolt overhead line to an underground line. The measure provides that such a              
project may be approved if the estimated additional cost of placing the line, in whole or in part,                  
underground does not exceed $40 million or, if greater than $40 million, the cost does not exceed                 
2.5 times the costs of placing the same line overhead, which costs are borne by all of the utility's                   
ratepayers through a rate adjustment clause. Currently the cost of such a project is ineligible if it                 
exceeds 2.5 times the cost of placing the same line overhead. The measure provides that such a                 
project may be approved for participation in the pilot program if its primary need is related to the                  
economic development priorities and the comprehensive plan of the governing body of the             
locality in which at least a portion of line will be placed. The measure exempts a project that                  
satisfies the criteria for participation in the pilot project from the requirement that the State               
Corporation Commission find that the transmission line is needed. The measure adds that the              
pilot program is created to further understanding of the benefits of undergrounding existing             
electric transmission lines to promote economic development. 
  
Status: Passed House and Senate; Governor's Action Deadline 11:59 p.m., March 4, 2020 
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Position: PVA supports. 
  
 HB 665 - Electrical transmission lines; effect on historic resources. 
  
Patron:  Mullin 
  
Summary: Requires the State Corporation Commission (SCC), prior to approving the          
construction of any electrical transmission lines of 138 kilovolts or more, to determine that the               
corridor or route chosen for the line will avoid any adverse impact on the scenic assets, historic                 
resources, and environment of the area concerned. If the SCC determines that no route or               
corridor exists that can avoid any such adverse impact, the SCC is directed to choose the corridor                 
or route that minimizes such adverse impacts to the greatest extent reasonably practicable.             
Currently, the SCC is required to determine that such a line's corridor or route will reasonably                
minimize adverse impact on the scenic assets, historic districts, and environment of the area              
concerned. 
  
Status: Passed House; Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor in Senate 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
Archaeologist Qualifications 
  
HB 668 - Field investigations permit; archaeologist qualifications. 
  
Patron:  Mullin 
  
Summary: Restricts the type of applicant to whom the Director of the Department of             
Conservation and Recreation may issue a permit to conduct any type of field investigation,              
exploration, or recovery operation involving any object of antiquity on state-controlled land or             
on a state archaeological site or zone. Current law provides that an applicant for such permit can                 
be a historic, scientific, or educational institution, professional archaeologist, or amateur who is             
qualified and recognized in the area of field investigations or archaeology. The bill specifies that               
an applicant may no longer be an institution and must be a qualified professional archaeologist               
who meets or exceeds certain minimum standards of education, experience, and demonstrated            
knowledge before being issued such permit. 
  
Status: Passed Senate with Amendments 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
Cemeteries 
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HB 210 - Historical African American cemeteries; adds a cemetery in Montgomery County 
and City of Radford. 
  
Patron:  Hurst 
  
Summary: Adds one cemetery in Montgomery County and one in the City of Radford to the list                
of cemeteries for which qualified organizations may receive funds from the Department of             
Historic Resources for the care of historical African American cemeteries and graves. The             
cemeteries are the Wake Forest Cemetery in Montgomery County, which contains 40 eligible             
graves, and the Mountain View Cemetery in Radford, which contains 89 eligible graves. 
  
Status: Passed House and Senate; Governor's Action Deadline 11:59 p.m., March 2, 2020 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 314 - Historical African American cemeteries; adds a church in Loudoun County. 
  
Patron:  Gooditis 
  
Summary: Adds Mt. Zion Old School Baptist Church Cemetery in Loudoun County, with 33 
eligible graves, to the list of cemeteries for which qualified organizations may receive funds 
from the Department of Historic Resources for the care of historical African American 
cemeteries and graves. 
  
Status: Passed House and Senate; Governor's Action Deadline 11:59 p.m., March 2, 2020 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 379 - Historical African American cemeteries; adds three cemeteries in Arlington 
County. 
  
Patron:  Sullivan 
  
Summary: Adds three cemeteries in Arlington County to the list of cemeteries for which             
qualified organizations may receive funds from the Department of Historic Resources for the             
care of historical African American cemeteries and graves. The cemeteries are Calloway            
Cemetery, containing 90 eligible graves, Lomax Cemetery, containing 110 eligible graves, and            
Mount Salvation Cemetery, containing 66 eligible graves.  
  
Status: Incorporated by Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources (HB1523-McQuinn) 
 
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 905 - Historical African American cemeteries; adds a cemetery in City of Chesapeake. 
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Patron:  Hayes 
  
Summary: Adds one cemetery in Chesapeake to the list of cemeteries for which qualified             
organizations may receive funds from the Department of Historic Resources for the care of              
historical African American cemeteries and graves. The cemetery is Cuffeytown Cemetery,           
containing 105 eligible graves. 
  
Status: Incorporated by Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources (HB1523-McQuinn) 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 1234 - Historical African American cemeteries; City of Harrisonburg. 
  
Patron:  Wilt 
Summary: Adds Newtown Cemetery in Harrisonburg, with 400 eligible graves, to the list of             
cemeteries for which qualified organizations may receive funds from the Department of Historic             
Resources for the care of historical African American cemeteries and graves.  
 
Status: Incorporated by Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources (HB1523-McQuinn) 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 1523 - Historical African American Cemeteries and Graves Fund; created. 
  
Patron:  McQuinn 
  
Summary: Creates the Historical African American Cemeteries and Graves Fund and provides           
that any funds that are appropriated to the Department of Historic Resources but not used for the                 
maintenance of graves, in particular the listed historical African American cemeteries, shall be             
deposited in the Fund. The bill authorizes the Director of the Department to manage and               
administer the Fund and to disburse moneys in the Fund to maintain additional graves that have                
been certified by the Department and documented in the Department's cultural resources            
database. 
  
Status: Passed Senate with a Substitute; Senate substitute agreed to by House 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 1593 - Historical African American cemeteries; Buckingham County. 
  
Patron:  Fariss 
 
Summary: Adds the Stanton Family Cemetery in Buckingham County, with 36 eligible graves,            
to the list of cemeteries for which qualified organizations may receive funds from the              
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Department of Historic Resources for the care of historical African American cemeteries and             
graves. 
  
Status: Incorporated by Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources (HB1523-McQuinn) 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
SB 881 - Historical African American Cemeteries and Graves Fund; created. 
  
Patron:  Locke 
  
Summary: Creates the Historical African American Cemeteries and Graves Fund and provides           
that any funds that are appropriated to the Department of Historic Resources but not used for the                 
maintenance of graves, in particular the listed historical African American cemeteries, shall be             
deposited in the Fund. The bill authorizes the Director of the Department to manage and               
administer the Fund and to disburse moneys in the Fund to maintain additional graves that have                
been certified by the Department and documented in the Department's cultural resources            
database. 
  
Status: Passed House with a Substitute; House substitute agreed to by Senate 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
    
Historical Statues and Monuments: 
   
HB 1537 - War veterans; removal, relocation, or altering of monuments. 
  
Patron:   McQuinn 
  
Summary: Provides that a locality may remove, relocate, or alter any monument or memorial             
for war veterans located in its public space, regardless of when erected. Current law makes it                
unlawful to disturb or interfere with such monuments or memorials or to prevent citizens from               
taking proper measures and exercising proper means for the protection, preservation, and care of              
such monuments or memorials. 
  
Status: Passed House; Reported from Committee on Local Government with a substitute; 
Incorporates HB 1625 (Hudson)  
 
Position: PVA supports. 
  
HB 1625 - War memorials for veterans. 
  
Patron:   Hudson 
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Summary: Removes a prohibition on (i) disturbing or interfering with any war monument or             
memorial erected by a locality or (ii) preventing citizens from maintaining such monument or              
memorial. The bill authorizes a locality to remove, relocate, or alter any such monument or               
memorial on the locality's public property upon the affirmative vote of its governing body,              
regardless of when the monument or memorial was erected, and removes certain criminal and              
civil penalties for such removal, relocation, or alteration. The bill also restricts bringing a cause               
of action pursuant to such penalties to the attorney for the locality in which the memorial or                 
monument is located. Current law authorizes any person having an interest in the matter to bring                
such action if no action is brought within 60 days of the violation. The bill repeals an 1890 act of                    
assembly related to the placement of a statue in the City of Alexandria. 
  
Status: Incorporated by Counties, Cities and Towns (HB1537-McQuinn) by voice vote 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
SB 183 - War veterans; removal, relocation, or altering of monuments. 
  
Patron:   Locke 
  
Summary: Provides that a locality may remove, relocate, or alter any monument or memorial             
for war veterans located in its public space, regardless of when erected. Current law makes it                
unlawful to disturb or interfere with such monuments or memorials or to prevent citizens from               
taking proper measures and exercising proper means for the protection, preservation, and care of              
such monuments or memorials.  
  
Status: Passed Senate; Reported from Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns in the House 
with substitute; Incorporates SB 560 and SB 620 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
SB 560 - War veterans; removal, relocation, or altering of monuments. 
  
Patron:   Spruill 
  
Summary: Provides that a locality may remove, relocate, or alter any monument or memorial             
for war veterans located in its public space, regardless of when erected. Current law makes it                
unlawful to disturb or interfere with such monuments or memorials or to prevent citizens from               
taking proper measures and exercising proper means for the protection, preservation, and care of              
such monuments or memorials.  
  
Status: Incorporated by Local Government (SB183-Locke) 
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
SB 620 - War memorials for veterans. 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+bil+HB1537
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB183
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S67
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB560
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S103
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB620


  
Patron:   Deeds 
  
Summary: Removes a prohibition on (i) disturbing or interfering with any war monument or             
memorial erected by a locality or (ii) preventing citizens from maintaining such monument or              
memorial. The bill authorizes a locality to alter, move, or remove any monument or memorial               
from the locality's public property and removes certain criminal and civil penalties for such. 
  
Status: Incorporated by Local Government (SB183-Locke)  
  
Position: PVA supports. 
  
Housing 
 
HB 1101 - Affordable housing; certain localities allowed to adopt dwelling unit ordinances. 
 
Patron:   Carr  
Summary: Allows certain localities to adopt affordable dwelling unit ordinances. The governing           
body of any locality, other than localities to which certain current affordable housing provisions              
apply, may by amendment to the zoning ordinances of such locality provide for an affordable               
housing dwelling unit program. Such program shall address housing needs, promote a full range              
of housing choices, and encourage the construction and continued existence of housing            
affordable to low-and-moderate-income citizens by providing for increases in density to the            
applicant in exchange for the applicant voluntarily electing to provide such affordable housing.             
Any local ordinance may authorize the governing body to (i) establish qualifying            
jurisdiction-wide affordable dwelling unit sales prices based on local market conditions, (ii)            
establish jurisdiction-wide affordable dwelling unit qualifying income guidelines, and (iii) offer           
incentives other than density increases, such as reductions or waiver of permit, development, and              
infrastructure fees, as the governing body deems appropriate to encourage the provision of             
affordable housing.  

Any zoning ordinance establishing an affordable housing dwelling unit program may include            
reasonable regulations and provisions as to any or all of the following: (a) for application of the                 
requirements of an affordable housing dwelling unit program to any site, as defined by the               
locality, or a portion thereof at one location that is the subject of an application for rezoning or                  
special exception or site plan or subdivision plat that yields, as submitted by the applicant, at an                 
equivalent density greater than one unit per acre and that is located within an approved sewer                
area; (b) the waiver of any fees associated with the construction, renovation, or rehabilitation of a                
structure, including building permit fees, application review fees, and water and sewer            
connection fees; and (c) for standards of compliance with the provisions of an affordable housing               
dwelling unit program and for the authority of the local governing body or its designee to enforce                 
compliance with such standards and impose reasonable penalties for noncompliance, provided           
that a local zoning ordinance provide for an appeal process for any party aggrieved by a decision                 
of the local governing body. 
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Any zoning ordinance establishing such affordable housing dwelling unit program shall adopt            
the regulations and provisions set out in the bill to establish an affordable housing density bonus                
and development standards relief program.  

Status:  Passed House and Senate; Governor's Action Deadline 11:59 p.m., March 4, 2020 
  
Position: PVA is monitoring 
 
SB 834 - Affordable housing; certain localities allowed to adopt dwelling unit ordinances. 
 
Patron:   McClellan  
Summary: Allows certain localities to adopt affordable dwelling unit ordinances. The governing           
body of any locality, other than localities to which certain current affordable housing provisions              
apply, may by amendment to the zoning ordinances of such locality provide for an affordable               
housing dwelling unit program. Such program shall address housing needs, promote a full range              
of housing choices, and encourage the construction and continued existence of housing            
affordable to low-and-moderate-income citizens by providing for increases in density to the            
applicant in exchange for the applicant voluntarily electing to provide such affordable housing.             
Any local ordinance may authorize the governing body to (i) establish qualifying            
jurisdiction-wide affordable dwelling unit sales prices based on local market conditions, (ii)            
establish jurisdiction-wide affordable dwelling unit qualifying income guidelines, and (iii) offer           
incentives other than density increases, such as reductions or waiver of permit, development, and              
infrastructure fees, as the governing body deems appropriate to encourage the provision of             
affordable housing.  

Any zoning ordinance establishing an affordable housing dwelling unit program may include            
reasonable regulations and provisions as to any or all of the following: (a) for application of the                 
requirements of an affordable housing dwelling unit program to any site, as defined by the               
locality, or a portion thereof at one location that is the subject of an application for rezoning or                  
special exception or site plan or subdivision plat that yields, as submitted by the applicant, at an                 
equivalent density greater than one unit per acre and that is located within an approved sewer                
area; (b) the waiver of any fees associated with the construction, renovation, or rehabilitation of a                
structure, including building permit fees, application review fees, and water and sewer            
connection fees; and (c) for standards of compliance with the provisions of an affordable housing               
dwelling unit program and for the authority of the local governing body or its designee to enforce                 
compliance with such standards and impose reasonable penalties for noncompliance, provided           
that a local zoning ordinance provide for an appeal process for any party aggrieved by a decision                 
of the local governing body. 

Any zoning ordinance establishing such affordable housing dwelling unit program shall adopt            
the regulations and provisions set out in the bill to establish an affordable housing density bonus                
and development standards relief program. 

Status:  Passed Senate; Reported from Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns 
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Position: PVA is monitoring 


