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A Voice for Historic Places  
Since 1889  

Preservation Virginia holds the notable 
distinction of being the first statewide  
historic preservation organization. We 
have a proud legacy of preserving, 
promoting and serving as an advocate for 
Virginia’s treasured places of memory.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Genevieve P. Keller, Chair 
Charlottesville

Ronald L. Hurst, Vice Chair 
Williamsburg 

Trip Pollard, Vice Chair 
Richmond

Gary Ometer, Treasurer 
Henrico

Patricia Loughridge 
Immediate Past Chair
Richmond

Elizabeth S. Kostelny 
CEO and Board Secretary 
Richmond 

Chief Emeritus Kenneth Adams 
Newport News 

Corey Clayborne 
Charlottesville 

Anne Geddy Cross 
Hanover 

Audrey P. Davis 
Washington, D.C. 

Maral S. Kalbian 
Berryville 

Linda Marks 
Mechanicsville 

R. Latane Montague, IV 
Alexandria 

Helen Reveley
Richmond

Jeff Stodghill
Newport News

HONORARY TRUSTEES 

C. Hobson Goddin 
Richmond 

John H. Guy, IV 
Alexandria 

William B. Kerkam, III 
Richmond

Historic places encourage and inspire us. They create economic vitality and they  
sustain our souls. As we write this message, the daily barrage of  COVID-19 news stands 
in contrast to the warming days of  spring. A shockwave is hitting our world. The  
ever-changing closures, restrictions and tragic loss of  life are unnerving. 

Yet whether the news comes from Italy, London or communities in the US, the photos 
show us landmarks, places of  history, places of  community.  Although they are deserted 
for a time, we know the squares, parks and halls will fill again. Life will slowly return to a 
new normal.  

During this time, our team at Preservation Virginia is creating new ways to interact  
with history. Spotlights on the collections, physical structures and history of  our sites and 
communities are featured in videos and blogs. Highlights from our community partners 
and our successful advocacy for HB 665, a bill that will require the SCC to ensure 
that future transmission line projects first attempt to avoid historic places, share lessons 
and successes. We are holding our community close—even while we observe social 
distancing—and we are also thinking ahead.  

COVID-19 has changed us—the way we interact and the ways we think about 
community. Historic places are not only places that reflect how generations of  people 
have overcome adversity. They can also be a part of  what heals our economy and our 
communities coming out of  a pandemic.  

Stay tuned and stay well,

Elizabeth S. Kostelny                          Genevieve P. Keller
Chief  Executive Officer                          Chair

Preservation From Where I Stand

Preservation Virginia
204 West Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23220-5012

preservationvirginia.org
804-648-1889

Though working from home, we’re still busy saving the places you love.  
From all of us at Preservation Virginia, stay safe and well!
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This past winter, representatives from the Cherokee Nation, 
Poarch Band of  Creek Indians, Upper Mattaponi, Chickahominy, 
Nansemond and other Tribal leadership came together to discuss 
the Trail of  Tears and its connections to Virginia. Held at the 
Virginia Museum of  History & Culture, the program was the idea 
of  Chief  Emeritus Ken Adams, a Preservation Virginia Trustee. 

During a planning session at the John Marshall House, Chief  
Adams noted the connection of  federal Indian law to John 
Marshall, expressing how special it would be to invite Native 
American leaders to Marshall’s home, which is owned and 
operated by Preservation Virginia. It was Chief  Justice Marshall 
who oversaw the “Trilogy Cases” that established the relationships 
between Native American nations and the federal government. 

As an alumnus of  Bacone College, Chief  Adams has personal 
relationships with Tribal leaders in both Oklahoma and Virginia. 
One of  his acquaintances is Lindsay Robertson, a professor at the 
University of  Oklahoma’s School of  Law who also serves on the 
Supreme Courts of  the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes. Robertson 
literally wrote the book on Marshall’s “Trilogy Cases,” and jumped 
at the chance to get involved and recruit guest speakers. 

Among those who joined the gathering was Jack Baker, a former 
Cherokee council-member and president of  both the Oklahoma 
Historical Society and Trail of  Tears Association, who discussed 

the experience of  the Cherokee on the Trail of  Tears. Dr. Kevin 
Butterfield, executive director of  the Washington Library at 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon, presented a talk on the 
early relationships between Native Americans and the nascent 
United States government, while Dr. Edward Ayers, president 
emeritus of  the University of  Richmond, joined the meeting 
to discuss the origins of  Native American migration out of  the 
South. Meanwhile, Chief  Adams himself  brought the perspective 
of  the Upper Mattaponi to the event, linking early Native 
American removal policy back to the 17th century. 

Capping off this special day was a talk by Principal Chief  Chuck 
Hoskin, Jr., of  the Cherokee Nation. Chief  Hoskin brought the 
conversation to the present, discussing modern policies of  the 
Cherokee Nation and how, in spite of  the Trail of  Tears and its 
deadly impacts, the Cherokee Nation thrives today. 

Later that evening, the speakers and Tribal leaders gathered for 
dinner in John Marshall’s dining room. The moving experience 
was punctuated by a performance by Cherokee National 
Treasurer Tommy Wildcat, who played his original song “See 
You Again.” 

As Professor Robertson remarked following the event, “It’s been 
a long time in coming, but it’s been a magical and very powerful 
moment, having [Chief  Hoskin] in this house.”

If  you were unable to attend this event and would like to revisit 
these informative, expert presentations, you can access them 
online at C-SPAN.org. 

Native American Leadership Gathers to Trace the “Trail of Tears”

Native American leadership from Oklahoma and Virginia  
gathered in Richmond to discuss the Trail of Tears and  
John Marshall’s legacy in Native American memory.

“It’s been a magical and very powerful
moment, having Chief Hoskin in this house.”
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Preservation in the Face of a Pandemic
Preserving Virginia’s history takes constant work. Even during a time of  practicing social distancing, 
we’ve been busy managing preservation projects at our historic sites to ensure they are protected for 
future generations to experience—protection that is only possible through your support. Here’s a 
glimpse into some recent projects, both ongoing and recently completed. 

John Marshall House

A massive restoration project is 
kicking off at the John Marshall 
House, with the repair of  23 
windows in total. All work will 
be performed by Preservation 
Virginia restoration crew alum 
Charles Rackley. Concurrently, 
our team of  Mike Adams and Spencer Siebeck will be working on 
repairs to the exterior window frames. Eric Litchford, preservation 
project manager, is overseeing the project, working closely with 
Mr. Rackley to document the process, as original windows will 
be painted, glazed and repaired as needed. Already, the first four 
sashes have been removed from the dining room and replaced with 
temporary inserts. The work is expected to take the rest of  the year, 
with the sashes carefully removed one room at a time.

Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown

If  your basement has ever had 
moisture issues, then you may relate 
to our Scotchtown restorations! As 
a result of  the damp environment 
in the cellar, the iron lintels installed 
in the 1960s had deteriorated and 
caused structural damage to the 
surrounding brick. New stainless steel 
lintels were recently fabricated and installed,  
and the damaged brick repaired.

To mitigate the ever-present moisture in Scotchtown’s cellar, 
brick pavers and cement underlayment installed during the 1960s 
restoration of  the house have been removed. With the help of  
Dominion Traditional Building Group, packed clay has been 
laid to create a breathable floor. In addition, our restoration crew 
repaired the cellar bulkhead, while Eric Litchford worked to repair 
the gutters. All of  these changes—along with using dehumidifiers 
to air the cellar out—have made significant improvements to the 
cellar. As a result, Scotchtown’s cellar is now dry and looking great, 
as we look forward to opening the site for the public once again.

Charles Rackley removes a window sash  
at the John Marshall House to perform  
restoration work.

Iron lintels installed in the 1960s are removed 
as part of masonry work in the cellar of 
Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown.
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Preservation in the Face of a Pandemic
Cape Henry Lighthouse

At Cape Henry Lighthouse in Virginia Beach, 
we are contracting with Atlantic Environmental 
Ltd. to repaint the interior iron spiral staircase, 
originally constructed in 1867. A lightkeeper 
report from that time states that the new stairs 
were painted red, while for the past century, the 
stairs have been painted black. In 1990, a visual 
paint analysis showed a weathered dark brown as 
the original paint color. Could this have been the 
red the lightkeeper mentioned in the report?

The mystery was solved thanks to the generous 
efforts of  Matt Webster, director of  preservation 
and research, along with Kirsten Moffit, 
conservation materials analyst and associate 
conservator of  painted objects, both with the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. They 
discovered the original pigments were, in fact, a 
much more vibrant red, confirming the lighthouse 
keeper’s 1867 report. As a result, interior stairs 
and metalwork will be repainted to reflect the red 
color from their installation. 

Make Your Support Go Further—
and Make These Renovations 
Possible 

Your support is critical in these efforts. 
Preservation isn’t a goal, but rather a cycle, 
with projects consistently being revisited. This 
year, The Cabell Foundation challenged us to 
raise $300,000 for proactive maintenance at 
our historic sites, with donations being matched 
dollar-for-dollar by the foundation. Would you 
help us reach this goal by the end of  2020?

Visit preservationvirginia.org or contact  
Will Glasco at wglasco@preservationvirginia.org  
to make a gift.

The lighthouse’s staircase is being painted red based on paint analysis and 
archival evidence.
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On February 13, Del. Mike Mullin, representative of  the 93rd 
district in Virginia’s General Assembly, wrote on his Facebook 
page, “Our historic resources are one of  our biggest assets. Proud 
to be carrying legislation that will not only protect historic areas 
but may reduce the costs associated with future energy projects 
as well.” His bill, HB 665, was signed into law by Governor 
Northam on March 25 and goes into effect in July of  this year. 

HB 665 ensures that the State Corporation Commission (SCC) 
requires applicants for electric transmission line projects to “avoid 
or reasonably minimize adverse impact to the greatest extent 
reasonably practicable on the scenic assets and historic resources 
recorded with the Department of  Historic Resources.” The 
legislation is an outcome and legacy of  Preservation Virginia’s 
continued and effective advocacy on the James River.  
Previously, the law only required the State Corporation 
Commission to “reasonably minimize adverse impacts” on 
historic, scenic and environmental resources. The SCC’s 
permitting of  the Surry/Skiffes Creek project began almost a 
decade of  advocacy to protect the James River, with Preservation 
Virginia joining the National Trust and other colleague 
organizations to use federal law to preserve the river and identify 
alternative routes for the transmission line.

When Preservation Virginia reached out to Del. Mullin last 
summer, he enthusiastically agreed to sponsor legislation 
that would require applicants of  transmission line projects to 
demonstrate that reasonable efforts are made to “avoid” and 

not simply minimize the harmful impacts to historic resources. 
Several years ago, similar legislation was proposed by Del. Randy 
Minchew, but that bill was defeated in committee.

Now, thanks to the efforts and support of  Del. Mullin, these  
new safeguards provide additional tools to help protect Virginia’s 
scenic assets, historic districts, historic resources and the 
environment, while avoiding both the harmful impacts and 
the prolonged processes of  projects like the James River 
transmission lines.

Preservation Virginia and our allies continue to advocate as the 
Army Corps of  Engineers (ACOE) undertakes an Environmental 
Impact Statement regarding the James River transmission lines. 
With the outbreak of  the COVID-19 pandemic, the ACOE has 
pushed back the estimated time of  the release of  a draft EIS to a 
late May or early June timeframe. Look for updates through our 
legislative alerts emails and our social media channels. 

Protection for Preservation: House Bill 665 Passes

“New safeguards provide additional tools
to help protect Virginia’s scenic assets,
historic districts, historic resources and
the environment.”

Projects like the James River transmission lines within 
sight of Jamestown Island will now be required to 
“avoid or reasonably minimize adverse impacts” to 
historic resources.
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Protection for Preservation: House Bill 665 Passes

A Lasting Legacy
How do you want to be remembered? That’s the question 
we’ve been asking our supporters who’ve indicated 
Preservation Virginia is a beneficiary in their estate plans. 
Since 1889, many loyal supporters of  Preservation Virginia 
have recognized the value of  preserving places that tell the 
story of  Virginia. Our history, your family and the families yet 
to come all make up the fabric of  the patchwork quilt that is 
our history of  Virginia. 

Mary Watkins Ayer Holt Robinson

Mary Watkins Ayer 
Holt Robinson 
was a Virginian 
and an educator, 
teaching 4th grade 
and serving as a 
docent at Colonial 
Williamsburg for 
more than twenty 
years, where she 
engaged visitors 
with 18th century history. A lifelong lover of  gardens, she 
was a member of  both the Garden Club of  Virginia and 
Preservation Virginia, where she was involved with restoring 
Bacon’s Castle and its grounds. Mary’s lasting gift, beyond 
her dedication to community service, is the bequest she left 
to Preservation Virginia for maintenance of  Bacon’s Castle 
and the surrounding gardens. Thanks to her generosity, future 
generations will be able to watch Mary’s garden grow and 
appreciate one of  the oldest brick houses in the country.  

Jayne Marie Maire and  
George Edmond Massie, III

Scotchtown was important to Jayne Marie Maire and  
George Edmond Massie, III, both of  whom were 
Preservation Virginia Legacy Circle members and made a 
provision in their wills to care for Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown. 
Jayne was a dedicated teacher and former director of  
Preservation Virginia’s Hanover Branch. As enthusiastic 
proponents of  historic places, they have left behind a legacy 
of  historical support that will allow students and families to 
continue to visit and enjoy Scotchtown.  

Preservation Virginia is supported by individuals, foundations 
and businesses that view historic preservation as an 
investment for the future. Including Preservation Virginia in 
your estate plans ensures that generations yet to come can 
experience the impact of  Virginia’s place in our nation’s 
history. Become a Legacy Circle Member today and add an 
important chapter to the ongoing history being written at the 
historic sites we own and those we advocate for. 

Supporter Viewpoint: 
Joe and Christine Baum

What first got you interested in history? 

We have both always been interested in old houses and antiques. 
All of  our houses have been at least pre-WW2 vintage. Taking 
care of  these older things is an act of  stewardship; “preserving” 
something irreplaceable for those who come after us. 

Learning about history—whether it be American history, western 
history or world history—is essential to understanding the “here 
and now.” Understanding the flow and continuity of  history 
gives us invaluable perspective and empathy for the human story. 
Without it we lose our way and re-live the mistakes and prejudices 
of  the past.

Why is it important to support  
Preservation Virginia?

The love of  learning about our history needs to be fostered and 
encouraged. Book learning is not for everyone, but everyone 
benefits from experiential learning. Through the work of  
Preservation Virginia, everyone can experience hands-on, unique, 
surviving, physical witnesses to our Virginia history. Supporting 
Preservation Virginia is again a question of  stewardship.

When we purchased Medley Grove (Hanover County ca: 1730s) in 
2017, we immediately had to worry about a very wet north-facing 
masonry wall. We reached out to Preservation Virginia through 
Will Glasco for leads on knowledgeable Preservationists. Will put 
us in contact with Mike Adams of  Preservation Virginia’s own 
Restoration Team! 

Mike has been very generous with his time and outlined several 
steps we could take to address the problem and stop the damage. 
One part of  the solution was to install a rain gutter modeled after 
the gutter on Scotchtown. Mike and his team were able to take on 
the job amidst their other responsibilities. Given my enthusiasm for 
old houses, it was so nice to have a contractor working on my house 
whom I knew would do the right thing.
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Preservation Awards 
Ceremony Tentatively Set for 
September 25th

The 2020 Preservation Awards Ceremony 
has been tentatively rescheduled and is 
now set for September 25th. The event 
honoring David M. Rubenstein and our 
other award winners will still take place at 
the Bolling Haxall House in Richmond. If  
you’d like to attend this fall, tickets are still 
available online—but don’t 
delay, as we anticipate 
that the event will sell out. 
Many thanks to our lead 
sponsor, Hogan Lovells,  
for supporting this  
historic event.

Virginia History Goes Digital
As we all adjust to life during a pandemic, our staff are approaching their work 
in new, creative ways. But we’re not giving up. Our new motto is “diligently, 
digitally” and we’re still fulfilling our mission of sharing Virginia’s history and 
delivering our services through:

• Video tours of our historic sites
• Online lectures and educational programs for the general public and students
• New articles twice a week on Preservation Virginia’s blog, History in Action 
• A new resource and video section of Preservation Virginia’s website

To stay up-to-date, be sure to follow us on social media, check our website and 
make sure we have your up-to-date email address. Plus, you can register now 
for our upcoming online history talks at preservationvirginia.org.

Become a Preservation Trailblazer
If you love history and Preservation Virginia’s educational programs, help 
to ensure that our work continues by becoming a monthly supporter. Much 
like other monthly subscriptions, you can choose to give a set amount 
each month to Preservation Virginia, which is critical to continuing our work 
of preserving and educating. If you’d like to establish a monthly gift, visit 
preservationvirginia.org/support/monthly-giving or contact Marny Hackley 
at mhackley@preservationvirginia.org. 

For 130 years, Preservation Virginia has made Virginia’s communities and historic places of memory stronger, more vital 
and economically sustainable through preservation, education and advocacy. In addition to advising on preservation issues 
throughout the state, Preservation Virginia owns and operates six historic sites open to the public, including Bacon’s Castle, 
Cape Henry Lighthouse, Historic Jamestowne, the John Marshall House, Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown and Smith’s Fort. 

Proudly Sponsored by

A CELEBR ATION 
OF PRESERVATION

YOUNG PRESERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR

Chloe Shelton, Roanoke

OUTSTANDING PRESERVATION PROJECT 

Sharon D. Virts & Scott F. Miller, Leesburg

OUTSTANDING PRESERVATION PROJECT

Isabel Thornton & Restoration Housing, Roanoke

OUTSTANDING PRESERVATION ACHIEVEMENT

EJ Scott, Manassas

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PRESERVATION

Virginia Beach Historic Preservation Commission,  
Virginia Beach

OUTSTANDING HISTORIC  
PRESERVATION RESEARCH EFFORTS

Halifax County Historical Society, Halifax

OUTSTANDING HISTORIC  
PRESERVATION RESEARCH EFFORTS

Literacy InterActives, Inc. & the  
Parker Sydnor Historic Site, Clarksville

Please join the Board of Trustees of  
Preservation Virginia for a Gala Dinner  
as we celebrate those who have made 

remarkable contributions to preserving 
Virginia’s history, including our esteemed 

honoree, David Rubenstein.

The Historic Bolling Haxall House   
Friday, April 3, 2020 at Half After Six

Valet Parking

211 East Franklin Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

An Evening Honoring David Rubenstein

THE TRUSTEES AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

Awarded to David Rubenstein for his commitment to Virginia’s places of 
history and his generosity to Mount Vernon, Monticello, Montpelier, and 

Arlington House. His leadership has pioneered a new form of philanthropy — 
Patriotic Philanthropy — that inspires each of us to give back to our Nation.

Preservation Virginia
204 West Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23220-5012

preservationvirginia.org
804-648-1889
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