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The only surviving judicial robe of Chief Justice John Marshall is now on 
exhibit in a state-of-the-art display case at the John Marshall House in 
Richmond, a Preservation Virginia historic site. Read the story on page 4.
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On a sunny day in April 1994, Bill Kelso set up a tripod and 
video camera near the Memorial Church at Historic Jamestowne. 
After pressing the record button, he stepped in front of  the lens 
and began to dig a test pit as curious guests passed by—never 
knowing they were witnesses to a history-making event, kicking 
off  what is now the internationally known archaeological study of  
1607 James Fort and its environs. 

As a young archaeologist and historian, Dr. Kelso visited 
Jamestown. Always skeptical of  the accepted theory that James 
Fort had eroded into the James River, he honed his skills with 
excavations at Carter’s Grove, Monticello, Kingsmill and Jordan 
Point, searching the documentary records for clues. The rest, as 
they say, is history. 

In March, the boards of  Preservation Virginia and its subsidiary, 
the Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation, recognized Bill and Ellen 
Kelso for their leadership, commitment and persistence,  
which have lifted the story of  Jamestown to national and 
international prominence, ensuring the success of  the research 
and public archaeological efforts. That same month, the 
Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation established the Dr. William 
M. and Ellen B. Kelso Fund for Archaeology in recognition of  
the Kelsos’ countless contributions to Jamestown over the  
past quarter century.

Wider celebrations of  his storied and remarkable career are 
planned for later in the year. Meanwhile, if  you are interested in  
making a gift to the Dr. William M. and Ellen B. Kelso Fund  
for Archaeology, please contact Denise Kellogg at  
dkellogg@preservationvirginia.org.

A Voice for Historic Places  
 
Preservation Virginia holds the notable 
distinction of being the first statewide his-
toric preservation organization. We have 
a proud legacy of preserving, promoting 
and serving as an advocate for Virginia’s 
treasured places of memory.
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That greeting has taken on special significance during this unsettled year. A year ago, 
we might have answered very differently as the physical and economic health of  our 
families and communities was uncertain. 

Now, a sense of  optimism and hope is in the air, reflecting the welcome arrival of  
spring. The emerging buds on trees and warmer days seem to parallel our own 
emergence back towards the more normal rhythms of  life. To be sure, there are still 
hurdles to come. Yet, we can see the road ahead—and are excited to walk that path.

During 2020, Preservation Virginia undertook strategic planning, led by David J. 
Brown, principal with Bearden Brown, LLC, and former chief  preservation officer for 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The board, staff  and key stakeholders 
helped to develop a plan that will guide the organization as we seek “to inspire and 
engage the public in fostering, supporting and sustaining Virginia’s historic places 
through leadership in advocacy, education, revitalization and stewardship.” 

Our future builds on the strong foundation of  our past efforts while acknowledging 
that our communities are emerging changed from the past year. To make a 
difference, our work must strengthen the community of  historic places by developing 
and disseminating model programs and best practices to increase the influence, 
recognition and success of  Virginia as a leader in preservation.

You can see how that spirit is reflected in the pages of  this issue of  Historic Ventures.  
And we will be sharing more about this plan in the coming months through our 
email newsletters and social media channels. Until then, please know that all of  us at 
Preservation Virginia hope you are doing well and are excited about what’s ahead.

Elizabeth S. Kostelny                         
Chief  Executive Officer                          

Dr. William M. and Ellen B. Kelso Fund for  
Archaeology Established

Making A Difference

Integrity

Knowledge and 
Innovation

Sustainable 
Stewardship

Inclusion and 
Diversity

Genevieve P. Keller
Chair

Dr. Kelso holding an unearthed sword at Historic Jamestowne.

In 2019, Dr. Bill Kelso was commended with a House Joint 
Resolution in the Virginia General Assembly, patroned by  
The Honorable Michael P. Mullin of the 93rd District.  
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Voices Remembered: Ongoing Preservation of the  
Enslaved Quarter at Bacon’s Castle

As research on the names and stories of  those enslaved and 
post-Emancipation tenant farmers at Bacon’s Castle continues, 
the Preservation Virginia restoration team has been preserving 
the physical structures of  the 1829 enslaved quarter at Bacon’s 
Castle. The team recently completed window restoration, and 
these repairs mark the final stage of  preservation efforts started 
in 2018—and even at this late stage, new information about the 
building continues to be uncovered.
    
After removing the window sashes for consolidation, wood repairs, 
glazing and painting, the windowsills were also removed, offering 
a rare opportunity to examine the framing around the windows. 
Surprisingly, the current window configuration dates entirely to 
the early 20th century, when the building housed tenant farmers. 
Sometime during that period, the existing window framing was 
removed and larger windows were installed. This required cutting 
through original studs, removing the original window box and 
installing new framing to accommodate the larger openings. 
Fortunately, some evidence of  the original windows survived in 
sections of  unaltered framing, which we used to measure the size 
of  the smaller, original windows.  

The changes to the windows advance our understanding of  
changes to the building over time and how it was used. The earliest 
section of  the building dates to 1829, constructed to house some of  
the 98 enslaved individuals there at the time. It was expanded to its 
present size in 1848, a few years after the Hankins family acquired 
the Castle, further enlarging the number of  people enslaved at 
Bacon’s Castle. 

Research by Peighton Young, Ph.D. candidate, historian and 
genealogist, has identified the names of  enslaved men, women and 
children, as well as stories of  resistance at Bacon’s Castle. Here, 
Peighton details their research:

“My research began with the earliest recorded accounts of  slavery ownership 
at Bacon’s Castle, which go back to 1673, when Arthur Allen II brought six 
enslaved men to work on the property. These men were Simon, Emmanuel, 
Tony, Stephen, Mingo, and Mathew. With these names, I began to trace the 
history of  the black presence at Bacon’s Castle. I started to find fascinating 
information about individuals like Mingo, who gained his freedom sometime 
after 1673. He went on to marry a woman named Charity and fathered a 
daughter named Jane Mingo. The Mingo family line continued to expand in 
Norfolk and Southampton County well into the 1830s.

By Eric Litchford, Preservation Specialist/Project Manager

Between 1673 and 1774, the Allen family owned upwards of  100 enslaved 
people at Bacon’s Castle. Many of  the enslaved families, like that of  Peter, 
Bess and their children Rose, Peter, and Sue, were subject to lifealtering events 
such as family separations and slave sales.

The relationship between Bacon’s Castle owners and the enslaved community 
changed in the 19th century, as enslaved people from the property, as well 
as other parts of  Surry County, began resisting the institution of  slavery, 
including participation in the Nat Turner Rebellion, one of  the nation’s most 
well-known slave insurrections, taking place in Southampton during August 
of  1831. An enslaved man from Bacon’s Castle named John, alias “John 
Claiborne,” was tried and convicted in the Surry County Court for his actions. 
In October of  1831, John was sentenced to be sold south, likely to either 
Alabama or Mississippi.

This period of  resistance culminated during the Civil War era when many 
fugitive enslaved people, including several of  the Hankins’ runaway slaves, 
took up arms against the white slaveholding population of  Surry County. 

Several of  these people were responsible for liberating enslaved people from 
Bacon’s Castle, like Gilly and his grandchild who were freed from the property 
in December of  1864 by a band of  armed fugitive enslaved people—one of  
whom, named Collier, was originally enslaved at Bacon’s Castle himself.”

After the Civil War, the building was outfitted with several 
modern features to accommodate tenant farmers. We now know 
the current windows were part of  these changes, upgraded from 
the smaller openings used when enslaved individuals lived in  
the building. 

The enslaved quarter at Bacon’s Castle is a rare, original and 
tangible connection to history. Both the ongoing research on the 
men, women and children who may have lived in the enslaved 
quarter and the proactive maintenance work to preserve it help 
tell a more full story of  life at Bacon’s Castle

Depiction of a window in the enslaved quarter with the 
removed framing recreated to show the original window size.

This close-up shows a notch cut into a surviving stud to 
support the original window sill. Below, the modern sill can be 
seen that was added to increase the size of the opening. 

The original enslaved quarter and smokehouse buildings were restored beginning in 2018 through generous grants from the 
Roller-Bottimore Foundation and Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation. 
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JOHN MARSHALL’S ROBE  
RETURNS HOME
By Jennifer Hurst-Wender, Director of Museum Operations and Education

The overall funding needed for the conservation work, display 
case, replica robes and new educational programs came to 
$218,000. Alongside the John Marshall Center for Constitutional 
History & Civics and the Virginia Museum of  History & Culture, 
Preservation Virginia launched the “Save the Robe” campaign 
in 2019. Thanks to many generous donors, the first phase of  
this campaign was successfully completed. This April, the robe 
returned to the John Marshall House as part of  a new exhibit, 
“Intended to Endure: The Conservation and Legacy of  John 
Marshall’s Supreme Court Robe,” giving future generations 
the opportunity to view John Marshall’s robe and stand in the 
presence of  history.

The John Marshall House, one of  six historic sites operated by 
Preservation Virginia, is open to the public Wednesday through 
Sunday, with additional hours available by appointment. Tours 
can be scheduled online at preservationvirginia.org and ongoing 
updates are posted to our Facebook and Instagram accounts. 
Follow us @johnmarshallhouse. 

Meanwhile, fundraising efforts will continue in order to  
support additional work and programming. To help Preservation 
Virginia complete the second phase of  the “Save the Robe” 
campaign, visit savetherobe.com to learn more and make your 
donation today.

Preservation Virginia has a substantial and diverse collection of  
objects under our care. Arguably one of  the most important is 
the judicial robe of  John Marshall, former Chief  Justice of  the 
Supreme Court. This black silk garment is one of  the only known 
examples of  early Supreme Court robes in existence. Marshall’s 
robe is the single-most significant artifact from his 34-year 
tenure as chief  justice, representative of  Marshall’s legacy that 
established the federal judiciary as a constitutional equal of  the 
executive and legislative branches of  government.

After Marshall’s death in 1835, the robe appears to have stayed in 
the Marshall family. However, thanks to the generosity of  Emily 
Harvie, Marshall’s granddaughter, the robe became a treasured 
part of  our interpretation at the John Marshall House since the 
site first opened to the public in 1913. 

Over the following 108 years, the iconic robe was on frequent 
display. The dye process originally used to render the silk dark 
appears to have involved either logwood or iron gall, which over 
time causes the fabric to become more brittle and degrade at 
a faster rate than undyed material. Though the robe also saw 
several generations of  well-intended repairs, these attempts 
sometimes caused more harm than good.  

Preservation Virginia sought the expertise of  textile expert 
Howard Sutcliffe, principal at River Region Costume and Textile 
Conservation, to conserve the robe. Sutcliffe has worked on a 
vast range of  priceless objects including Tiraz fragments from 
Medieval Egypt, Tzar Nicholas II’s parade uniform and even the 
original Kermit the Frog puppet. Sutcliffe spent over 300 hours 
stabilizing the silk and reversing some of  the earlier “repairs,” 
while also developing a state-of-the-art exhibit case to safely 
display the robe. 

The Preservation Virginia team assists Proto Productions, 
exhibit case designers out of Chicago, Illinois, as they move 
the state-of-the-art display case into the John Marshall House.

Conservator Howard Sutcliffe inspects the robe at the John 
Marshall House before taking it to his shop in Montgomery, 
Alabama, for conservation.

Preservation Virginia curator of 
collections Lea Lane transports the robe 
from the Virginia Museum of History & 
Culture, where it was temporarily stored 
prior to conservation.
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An Interview with Dr. Brian P. Brown of Virginia 
Commonwealth University
Dr. Brian P. Brown, Ph.D., professor in the Department of Marketing 
at Virginia Commonwealth University, is leading a Working Group 
to advise on ways to make both Preservation Virginia and the 
preservation field more diverse, inclusive, accessible and equitable.

Despite a growing commitment by historic preservation organizations 
to help tell a more inclusive story of American history, only 8% of 
sites on the National Register of Historic Places and 3% of National 
Historic Landmarks represent people of color, women or members of 
the LGBTQ community. Similar disparities exist among professionals 
and board members in the historic preservation field, with less than 
1% nationwide being African American. 

To help shift this narrative, attract people of color to preservation 
careers and make Preservation Virginia more accessible and 
inclusive, a Working Group has been created to offer guidance on 
the development of an African American Fellowship Program that 
introduces participants to the fundamentals of historic preservation 
and creates a supportive network.

The group’s ten members include individuals affiliated with historic 
places that reflect the breadth of the Black experience in Virginia, 
allies in advocacy issues and academic representatives from HBCUs 
and African American studies programs.

We spoke over the phone with Dr. Brown to discuss the Working 
Group, the progress of the fellowship program, goals and next steps.

Before being approached about the Working Group idea, were 
you familiar with Preservation Virginia?

I’d heard of Scotchtown, and Jamestown, of course, but hadn’t spent 
a lot of time thinking about the organization behind these properties. 
I was particularly excited to learn about Preservation Virginia’s 
advocacy work across the state. More members of the community—
political leaders, activists, stakeholders—need to know about the 
good things Preservation Virginia is fighting for and how they can 
help. 

What are the short-term goals versus long-term goals of the 
fellowship program?

We’re working on the structure and a curriculum—the nuts and bolts 
of which would be a ten-week program that introduces the basics of 
historic preservation, with an emphasis on diversity and inclusion. 
There would be five focus areas: preservation fundamentals, 
historic sites and museum operations, community engagement and 
preservation advocacy, fundraising and finance, and social justice 
and economic and social equity. Another key element of the program 
is a customized independent study that will give participants hands-
on experience working on one of Preservation Virginia’s strategic 
priorities. 

Specific to the fellowship 
program, we need to secure 
additional funding to initiate 
the program. Launching 
and executing the program 
in the third quarter of this 
year to attract three African 
American fellows from 
various backgrounds is a 
wonderful short-term goal. 
Long term? We want to 
secure the funding for the 
program to be sustainable 
beyond this year. 

Were you surprised 
by any of the findings 
in the Working Group 
conversations?

I wouldn’t say surprised, but what’s been fun and interesting is that 
the Working Group participants are amazing people. The passion, the 
work they are doing—Muriel Branch at Pine Grove, Dr. Colita Nichols 
Fairfax, Jobie Hill, Justin Reid—all of these folks. I’ve been like a kid 
sitting in history class all over again. The contributions that they’re 
making to history and local communities need to be shared. More 
people need to know what’s going on in our community and these 
individuals and their projects need to be highlighted and applauded. 
It’s been fascinating to hear their perspectives. 

What can preservation organizations and museums do better 
as we help tell a more complete and more inclusive story of 
American history?

Acknowledging there’s a problem related to racism in historic 
preservation, acknowledging we haven’t been telling the full story, 
acknowledging that our spaces are important and contribute, but 
have been ignored or flat out torn down and destroyed. It’s good  
that Preservation Virginia is a part of the important conversation 
about race, racism and how it’s impacted communities. And doing 
the hard things—the hard work necessary to make things better in  
a genuine way. 

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

We’re very aspirational but practical as well. The Working Group—
their knowledge, passion, candidness—has really helped us create 
a good framework of what could be a special program with short- 
and long-term effects, not just for Preservation Virginia, but the 
preservation field in general.

The late Hugh M. Wornom (1922–2018) was a collector with a 
passion for objects of  the past—and the magic they hold in the 
present. His particular interest was in the material culture of  
17th-century Tidewater Virginia, and over the course of  his 96 
years he made many like-minded friends.  

Like previous generations of  his family, Mr. Wornom was 
a lifelong resident of  Poquoson, Virginia. Amid increasing 
development in his hometown, he championed the importance 
of  archaeological study, following the excavations at Yorktown, 
Jamestown and Williamsburg, while also collecting artifacts from 
construction zones and fields. He began to acquire reproductions 
of  17th- and early-18th-century objects and made his home 
a showcase for his collection—with faux casement windows, 
wrought iron hardware and both reproduction and period 
furniture at every turn. 

Wornom’s collection also revealed his practice of  leaving little 
notes inside of  objects complete with sketches, measurements 
and even the page number of  a book where a future reader could 
see a similar object. The dog-eared corners of  the books in his 
reference library spoke to countless returns to his favorite subjects. 

After such a vibrant life, Mr. Wornom’s legacy of  collecting 
will continue, as he chose to donate his house and collection to 
benefit Preservation Virginia. Many of  those carefully selected 
reproduction ceramic, glass, wood and metal objects are now 
on view at Bacon’s Castle. Estate gifts such as Mr. Wornom’s 
contribute greatly to the work of  Preservation Virginia, and we 
are eternally grateful for his scholarship and generosity. 

A LIFETIME COLLECTED:  
Hugh M. Wornom’s Legacy to Preservation Virginia

Hugh Wornom featured in the Daily Press newspaper from 
September 1981, showing the city manager artifacts he had 
uncovered.

Hugh Wornom (right) and his brother Gerald Wornom  
in 2016.

Several pieces from Hugh Wornom’s collection are 
now being used to help interpret Bacon’s Castle, a 
Preservation Virginia property in Surry.
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E. Renee Ingram has served as  
a senior executive with several 
national nonprofit organizations, 
including being vice president 
and treasurer of the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting and chief 
financial officer of America’s  
Promise Alliance for Youth. In 1994, 
Ingram established the African 
American Heritage Preservation 
Foundation, Inc., a not-for-profit 
organization designed to provide 
awareness of endangered African 
American historic sites.

This past year, the foundation 
launched a free mobile app titled 
“African American Sites,” featuring 
more than 1,600 sites throughout 
the U.S., including those in need of 
preservation and restoration.

“I have always felt that historical and 
cultural preservation is a manner in 
which to understand our past,” said 
Ingram. “It is so important for future 
generations to understand the diverse 
history of our country and the key 
role that preservation represents in 
our history.”

EJ Scott has been involved with 
environmental policy and political 
activism for most of her life, including 
her daily job as an environmental  
and emergency management  
program manager. 

A passionate advocate for 
environmental justice and sustainability, 
Scott has served on Virginia’s 
environmental boards since 2007. 
She is the first woman and the first 
African American to chair the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Waste Management Board, and was 
also appointed by Governor Northam 
to sit on the Virginia Environmental 
Justice Advisory Board and Virginia’s 
Health Equity Working Group. 

“For centuries Black peoples’ 
accomplishments have been 
written out of history and systemic, 
government-orchestrated racism has 
inflected immeasurable inequalities,” 
said Scott. “Saving and restoring 
the beautiful homes and churches 
that they built in post-Emancipation 
communities, while also identifying, 
reinvigorating and recording the history 
of those communities, are key to 
dispelling the negative stereotypes and 
outright fabrications that have plagued 
Black people and sullied history.”

EJ SCOTT E. RENEE INGRAM HELEN DOW

Welcoming Three New Trustees to the Board

As vice president of finance for 
Goodwill of Central and Coastal 
Virginia, Dow provides strategic 
direction and financial analysis, 
overseeing Goodwill’s $70,000,000 
operating budget. Dow joined 
Goodwill in 2010, serving as 
controller for seven years before 
being named vice president in 2017.

Dow has more than 30 years of 
progressive experience improving 
operations and systems and 
providing financial and strategic 
direction. Dow earned her degree 
in Business Administration with 
Accounting from Mary Baldwin 
College. Starting her career in 
public accounting, she obtained her 
certified public accountant license. 
She attended Virginia Commonwealth 
University in their IT certification 
program.

Dow also serves on the board of 
directors and chairs the Finance 
Committee for Junior Achievement of 
Central Virginia. Since college, Dow 
has lived in Virginia and currently 
resides in Ashland with her husband, 
Frank, and family.
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The Danville-based Southside African American Cemetery 
Preservation Society (SAACPS) recently received a grant from 
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation to provide outdoor activities 
at the Stokesland Rosenwald School in Pittsylvania County. This 
“Get Outdoors” grant will fund the addition of  a shelter, picnic 
tables, landscaping, a walking trail and interpretive signs on the 
school property. The SAACPS hopes to receive future grants 
for a trail to link the school to the Flippen Cemetery, a nearby 
historic African American cemetery of  274 graves, some dating 
back to pre-Emancipation. 

The Stokesland African American Community was established 
after Emancipation, when previously enslaved families were 
able to acquire land and build houses, churches, schools and 
cemeteries. We’ve been assisting the SAACPS with preserving 
the cemetery and raising awareness, with “African American 
Cemeteries Statewide” being twice included in the “Virginia’s 
Most Endangered Historic Places” program, both in 2016  
and 2017. 

The Stokesland School is known as a Rosenwald School, built 
through a rural school building program created by Booker T. 
Washington and Julius Rosenwald in the early 20th century. 
Approximately 380 Rosenwald Schools were built in Virginia, 
with 14 located in Pittsylvania County, eight of  which still stand. 
Today, the Stokesland School is owned by the Blanks Club  
of  Danville.    

Recently, SAACPS discovered another historic site near the 
school, where William Byrd II and his surveying party camped 
in 1728 while surveying the boundary between Virginia and 
North Carolina. At this encampment, Bearskin, a Saponi Indian 
guide, explained Saponi religious beliefs to Byrd. A historical 
marker once existed on the main road and discussions regarding 
a replacement marker are ongoing.    

In a statement, SAACPS president Patricia White and Blanks 
Club board member James Adams said, “We are happy to have 
received this grant from the Virginia Outdoors Foundation to 
help the community with more outdoor activities. It will also help 
grow awareness of  the Stokesland School, the nearby Flippen 
Cemetery and the historic African American Community  
in Stokesland.”  

VOF executive director Brett Glymph stated, “We are thrilled 
to support the community efforts to improve the Stokesland 
property, so that it can continue to serve as a place where families 
and friends can connect with the outdoors and each other, as it 
has served for generations.”

History Outdoors: The Stokesland Community  
Receives a Virginia Outdoors Foundation Grant
By Sonja Ingram, Preservation Field Services Manager

Members of the Southside African American Cemetery 
Preservation Society at the Stokesland School talking to Jason 
McGarvey of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation.

Historic photograph of the Stokesland School. The school was 
later enlarged, and a brick facade was added.

Yard area of the Stokesland School where the picnic area will 
be located, with the school visible in the background.



Why Be a Member of Preservation Virginia?
First and foremost, you become a partner in the preservation of the places that tell the story of who we are 
and how we got here. Your membership directly helps to save the places that make Virginia unique. 

Second, every membership gives you unlimited, free visits to Cape Henry Lighthouse, Bacon’s Castle, 
Smith’s Fort, Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown and The John Marshall House, along with discounted admission to 
Historic Jamestowne. Plus, members receive special promotions for staff-recommended local restaurants 
and other places of interest. You will always have something interesting to do this summer! 

Third, you have access to Preservation Virginia’s webinars, publications and knowledgeable staff to assist 
with conservation and preservation issues. And you’ll stay current on the advocacy efforts that go into 
informing the public and decision-makers about the issues that can either threaten or strengthen Virginia’s 
historic resources.

Save the Date—Double Your Donation! 
Wednesday, June 23rd, your donations are doubled! Make an online gift on June 23rd and a generous 
supporter will match it, doubling the impact of your gift benefiting historic places!

Preservation Virginia
204 West Franklin Street
Richmond, VA 23220-5012

preservationvirginia.org
804-648-1889

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit our website at preservationvirginia.org  

for more details or to register to attend!

Tail Wagging Tours at Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown
Saturdays in June | 10 a.m. - 11 a.m

Scotchtown is excited to partner with the Hanover Humane Society for “Tail 
Wagging Tours”! Bring your well-behaved and leashed pet for a special outdoor tour 

of Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown. 

The Intersection of Natural Resources Conservation and  
Historic Preservation: An Online Program

June 24 | 12 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Explore new ways that conservation, environmental and historic  

preservation efforts can work better together by using consensus-based 
approaches and solutions.

Affordable Housing Through Historic Preservation: An Online Program
July 22 | 12 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Historic preservation is part of the answer to affordable housing. Learn how 
rehabilitating existing building stock contributes to quality of life in communities 

while addressing environmental and affordability issues. 


