
 

Preservation Craftsperson- Full Time 

Preservation Virginia: Our mission is to make Virginia’s communities and historic 

places of memory stronger, more vital and economically sustainable through preservation, 
education and advocacy. Preservation Virginia has helped save more than 400 historic places by 
empowering communities and embracing the places of our past as vital to present and future 
generations. Our three areas of focus include preservation, education and advocacy. 

Preservation: Our preservation initiatives include owning and maintaining 9 historic 
properties. Through our ongoing partnerships, we are able to extend our efforts to protect 
and preserve historic places and communities in all regions of Virginia. 

Education: Groups and individuals across the state depend on us as a resource for 
relevant and timely information and guidance. Through the generosity of our supporters, we 
teach, share and collaborate for the preservation and enhancement of Virginia’s 
communities through our various educational programs. 

Advocacy: Preserving history requires responsible solutions and an engaged public 
that recognizes the value of our historic resources. As an advocate for Virginia’s historic 
resources, we work closely with decision-makers to communicate the economic and cultural 
benefits of preservation. We also encourage the continuation, strengthening and 
introduction of important preservation-related policies and programs. 

 

Preservation Virginia seeks a skilled Preservation Craftsperson who will work as part of 
Preservation Virginia’s architecture team to continue to maintain our nine historic sites 
across the Commonwealth. The list of Preservation Virginia properties range in location 
from Hanover County (Scotchtown) to the City of Virginia Beach (Cape Henry 
Lighthouse) and span 1607 (Jamestowne) to 1835 (Tucker Brothers’ Store).   In 
addition, the architecture staff works on select contractual projects for historically 
significant structures throughout the state, known as fee-for-service projects.  This 
position reports to the Senior Craftsperson. All projects are designated and overseen by 
the Preservation Specialist/Project Manager. 

The successful candidate will support the mission and vision of Preservation Virginia 
and be willing and able to document projects via preservation reports, write blogs and 
articles and speak on camera and to the public about their work.  They will be able to be 
based within driving distance to Jamestowne and Bacon’s Castle, where Preservation 
Virginia’s workshops are located. They will have hands-on experience preserving 
historical architecture, a firm knowledge of traditional building materials and 
construction, and the ability to perform a wide range of preservation specific repair 
techniques.    



 Minimum Qualifications: 

 High School Diploma or equivalent. 
 Minimum three years’ experience in historic preservation. 
 Demonstrated ability to accurately produce time and material estimates. 
 Ability to read architectural drawings, schematics, shop drawings, and blueprints 
 Experience repairing and preserving historical architectural fabric consistent with 

the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Historic Preservation. 
 Ability to identify different periods of construction through analysis of tool marks, 

material use and construction techniques.   
 Ability to generate architectural documentation and project reports 
 A familiarity with the architectural history of Virginia 
 Ability to Lift, carry, push, and pull object(s) weighing up to 75 pounds 
 Valid Driver’s License; ability to provide your own personal transportation and 

capability to operate company vehicles and trailers 
 Ability to travel and work throughout the state of Virginia with occasional 

overnight stays 
 Work in outdoor environments year round and safely work from ladders and 

scaffolding. 
 Effectively and safely operate a variety of trade tools and equipment. 
 Basic computer, email, and digital camera skills. 

Preferred Qualifications: 

 Experience in other trades including painting, roofing, metalwork, plastering, 
HVAC, plumbing, and electrical work 

  Academic training in historic preservation or related fields. 

Position Type: Full-Time  

Salary: $42-45,000 with generous benefits package including health and dental 
insurance, 401k, professional development opportunities and paid leave. 

To apply, send cover letter and resume to elitchford@preservationvirginia.org 
Position is open until filled. EOE. 
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